
INTIIE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE FIFOIJUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OFTIIE STATE OF FLORIDA 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NUMBER: A-2020-02 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER GOVERNING BATTERERS' INTERVENTION 
PROGRAM PROVIDERS & RESCINDING ADMINISTRATIVE ORDERA-2017-54, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article V, section 2(d) of the Florida Constitution and section 

43.26, Florida Statutes, the Chief Judge of each judicial circuit, or their designee, is charged with 

the authority and the power to do everything necessary to promote the prompt and efficient 

administration of justice; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the constitutional, statutory and designated authority and 

responsibility for administrative supervision of the family courts within the circuit; and 

WHEREAS, in 741.32, Florida Statutes, the Legislatw-e has found that the incidence of 

domestic violence in this state is disturbingly high. Additionally, the Legislature has found that 

there should be standardized programming available to the justice system to protect victims and 

their children and to hold the perpetrators of domestic violence accountable for their acts. 

Finally, the Legislatw-e recognizes that in order for batterers' intervention programs to be 

successful in protecting victims and their children, all participants in the justice system as well 

as social service agencies and local and state governments must coordinate their efforts at 

the community level; and 

WHEREAS, the Department 
I 
of Children and Families has historically been 

responsible for the statewide domestic violence program, which provides supervision, 

direction, coordination, and administration of activities related to domestic violence 

prevention and intervention services; and 

WHEREAS, imperative to ending domestic violence is to ensure that batterers' 
' '

intervention program providers : have the necessary credentials, experience and hands-on 



knowledge to ensure program effectiveness and offender compliance with a focus on victim 

safety; and 

WHEREAS, batterers' intervention programs are an integral component to a 

comprehensive approach to dome�c.:violence. Strong communication between providers of 
,· ., .... 

such programs and the justice system is paramount to ensure perpetrators of domestic violence 

are held accountable and a change in behavior is attainable; and 

WHEREAS, effective Jttly l, 2012, HB 7093 amended section 741.32, Florida 
. ·: .· 

Statutes, and other related statutes.Asl result, the Department of Children and Family Services 

Office was no longer responsible for certification and/or monitoring of batterers' intervention 

programs; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 741.325(1 ), Florida Statutes, when the court orders the 
! ; 
·,•. ·. 

;\ ,�;\ ;�·: . . 

respondent to participate in a batterers' intervention program, the court, or any entity designated 

by the court, must provide the respondent with a list of batterers' intervention programs from 

which the respondent must choose a program in which to participate; and 

WHEREAS, the undersign,ed . has detennined that establishing an approved list of 
t{ ,l;\ J�.· I ':, ' 

• 

certified batterers' intervention prograql providers for the Fifth Judicial Circuit would serve the 
' ].-, ,?'.:� ·; '

interests of justice and judicial economy, preserve judicial resources, and assist the Judiciary 

when detennining if the offender rec.e�ved the benefit of a proper court-ordered program; and

WHEREAS, it has becoµ,.�.riecessary for the: Fifth Judicial Circuit to establish an 
f) IE-.:�./ �.

·. ; . 
adminis1rative process for reviewtapproval, certification, renewal and regulation of program 

.,.; 1 :,:_-_;. 

providers meeting the necessary requirements to be certified as a batterers' intervention program 

provider as provided by the Florida Statutes .and this Administrative Order; 
. •, ,• '•c 

' • • • 
• , • • ,

:. 1, 

.i
. 



;:::;•·, ' 

li"r.a't'\f ,, 

;J�::@.il. l: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I Daniel B. Merritt, Jr. pursuant to the authority vested in me 

as Chief Judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit, do hereby ORDER as follows: 

I. An approved ''registry'':;;bf:�atterers' Intervention Programs be established and
. ·': - �t? .:·1:�:'\: : .· · 

maintained through an application and affidavit process. 

2. The Family Court Case·tv.,:apager shall. maintain and publish an approved list of
. :•_> <.

Certified Batterers' Intervention Providers. · .. · ;: , .

3. The registry may be amerid�:'.� any time and the most current list shall be distributed
.;/: ;):�;'

to all Judges, Clerks of Court, Office of the State Courts Administrator and Departments

of County Probation for us¢. when ordering or requiring an individual to attend a
,•·-:· 

batterers' intervention pro�< ; •.

4. This process shall begin inmt�ly and shall so continue until further order.
• j • I ,; : •,. 

• •+�! �1f]\ -:. f ::: • • •: : 

5. The program shall be administered as set forth in the attachment to this

Administrative Order attacJ:ied hereto and incorporated herein.
• .•. ;i., { 

. . 
; . 

6. Administrative Order A-2017-54 is rescinded · '

.... • lll!Ki 

DONE AND ORDERED$ �rooksville, Hernando County, Florida, this '../k
(, •. :: ·J. �' . ' 

' . . 

day of January, 2020. 

y ,.. •• 

,i;· {:,1(: .. •:'': · 

,, .. 

: ; �- �/

l�iiti

� ,...� e 'M"7�Daniel B. Merritt,Jr 
Chief Judge 
Fifth Judicial Circuit 



irii�i• l . . 
")\ ,fftAITACHMENT

BATIERERS' INTERVENTION PROVIDERS 

' 1,, · 

·.\.<S:J\ 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BA�RS INTER�ON PROGRAM 
AD1\11NISTRATIVE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES .. 

. :/ ... Updated 
. December 2019 

· I. · CERTIFICATION OF BATIERERS' INTERVENTION PROGRAM
PROVIDERS: ' .:i? 

Any batterers' interventi6l'�rb� (here� ·, ''Program Provider'') seeking 

certification. as an approvt\6�1 intervention program within the Fifth Judicial 

Circuit must meet the requirements of section 741.325, Florida Statutes, and this 

Administrative Order. �t to section 741.325(1), Florida Statutes, a batterers' 
, , i,:i/(/• i , . , . :,. 1 1 • 

mtervention program mustlli� th� followmg reqwrements: 
,irn;t:
!

:: · :, 
( a) The primary purpose: of the program shall be victim safety and the safety of

children, if present. 
. . . 

(b) The batterer shall be held accountable fo:r acts of domestic violence. 
': ... :·' .'. ,, .. ' ·.··: J ' 

( c) The program shall beat least 29 weeks in length and include 24 weekly sessions, 
plus appropriate intake, ·assessment, and orientation programming. 

, • : ,. : 
I •+i� ���j?;i:!i � ; •. :: 

( d) The program con�t-� ·1,e based on a psychoeducational model that addresses
tactics of power an� control by one person over another. 

( e) The program shall be':fiJnded by usei:. f� pai4 by the batterers who attend the
program, which all��,them to take resporisibility for their acts of violence. An 
exception shall be �J�t,. local, state, �r federal programs that fund batterers' 
intervention pro�;yi\Vhole or in part. 

. t;� -:�(·:'. .. ··: . . 

II. APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION OF BATIERERS' INTERVENTION
, PROGRAM PROVIDERS: 

::?
!
}:: .,,, ' . 

A. N_ew Program Prov���P.,�tf: : . : .:: ... ;:} 
1 

;J .·: .
r,�! �'.:\ •}:.. � y / • : : • 

,. '.: ; : :: ; ! ·, :. ·: I •. 

1. The Program Pro"V;ider:Applicant must submit an application to the address listed
.\i� ;c�jiii;; __ ':: 

in Paragraph (D)(4{�f this section. This· application can be obtained on our 

website at www.circuit5.org. The Prpgram Provider Applicant must also 
. ·,}1�li1\ .. , 

... : ..
submit an Affidavit 'pf Gompliance: certifyiµg that the program meets all the 

· 
J:fiiJ<i i:t,i ' ' . :; : ::; ':.(:' /, '. 
A:.l !'lif:�1·1 q,, ,, ,, 
'.l:f }\/i' ; . 



B. 

2. 

ATTACHMENT 

BATTERERS'.INTERVENTION PROVIDERS 

:·,{·�:! /:: 

·qualifications to �!;l '�gciuh Pro�di� l1:i-listed in section 741.325, Florida
; ·, •·.j.· 

Statutes.

A Program Provider Applicant who meets the requirements of the Florida Statutes

'and this A�tl,v�'Qrder may be_placed_on the registry and, once placed 
; . . 

.. 
"i/i::��-{.\���-� '._.' ,< :··:::·>;�;;)·!, ... 

· on the registry, shiill:�'authorized to offer' a Batterers' Intervention Program in
. .;f ?r fi(t; 1 

: -. 
- · 

the Fifth Judicial,;{:µ-¢uit Placement on the registry shall be valid for one (1) 

year. 

Annual RenewalApplicatfr;ns 

1. 
I I, ••:,' 

·The Program Prd�d�Friiust· submit� ·r�ii��al application yearly. Renewal
. ·f J ;f;[:_;�;; Ji. ( : ' 

applications mar,�i:1ahtained through the Fifth Judicial Circuit's website.

2. Renewal applications must be submitted to the manager of the Batters'

Intervention Pro��i�gistry each re� by the first day of January.

3. 

;. .; ·i·(�·:;'./:< t . , . :· .: ,
.: . 1.l i · 

Failure to submi{th,f��tiewal application'will result in immediate removal
,.WJ;f'.tlk,fl.,'! .. 
·., •-.1· './�� \ ( '.,. .: 

from the Fifth JU<liJ!fil Circuit's Batters' Intervention Program Registry. 

C. Continuing Duties
� '  i/ � -- :· 

1. It is the responsibili�? �f· th� Pro� .r,ovider to immediately notify the 
· : L(�:fJ .. � .. ·:: :· :_ :-. :·:: ii:�ji.:·1.:: .. 
Court if the Progratji_ J>rovider no longer meets statutory requirements, at 

. ··f i!!.' '.�;i 11� i i: -: ·: 
' 

which time the batte�fs: intervention provider's name will be immediately 

removed from the court's list of providers. 
':\ tt·_;(, 

2. Failure to notify thl�ourt ,when the b�tterers' intervention provider is no 1. · : . ·M·�ti°%•.<l·(} ·:: ;. ·,,: · :: .::'.: i::;Jl T· ., 
onger in compli,t1� '

) 
'e sta�te lllf1Y constitute fraud.

. :t::t'-:fE �t_:. ; : : ' 
3. Failure to update ri.� information,• file an annual renewal application, or .· . ·'. . :,:_-:�. ·> 

. . ' 

failure to continuously meet the requirements of the Florida Statutes, tenns set 
•' .\ ;�::;:- .. ' .. 

forth in the licati�ri �or this A�ve Order will result in immediate
I app .ht}fl j', ,; :: ,:: :: ) i{!F;-:: 

removal from the Ji�t;•�;: .:. · · · · · · 
.,,,1., •... 111: I! I 

-�1f;�ii;fil;,1···
.-( ... , J�t!.: ... ' 

: ) 'i ·;;�'/ .. �: ': . 
•'· ··• 



4. 

D. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

the list of batterer intervention programs providers. 

Progr'!-m locatio.;, �,i.J:Meeting Re'lutr�inttnts 
; " . -: ;· . : t�i�)��h!:: .. � :. /· �: .' . ,' . .. I .i; i:}.r� :J:, 

The Program proi{IP,�;piµs(have a physical place of business in at least one 
1f�itI!�-��tr;: '.·· :. _:- . ' 

of the five countiesfotthe Fifth Judicial Circuit (Citrus, Hernando, Lake, 

Marion and/or Sumter Counties)
'. 

Each session must be conducted and 

attended in persont)Virtual and/or. electronic attendance sessions are not 
fJ;�({!� (iit: i'i- : ; · ·� · >??

permitted. 
Jil:um·;ii: l i;) . . . 

The program provid�t-in:ust accept participants regardless of what county in 

the Fifth Judicial Cii:9.uit the participant resides. Participants are not required 
f :·. :' ··t;i>&�·i/�i:"" ,; ,,. , 1 ( ,!;;' 

to participate in a pr9gram in the cou.rity �here case is pending. 
FU'.l./i. I·.:- . •, 

The Court may :audit. the Provider's program as necessary to ensure 
:p:-j1.Ht 

compliance with .. Florida Statutes.' Audits may include: a survey of 

participants of the J3a:t:teter$ ,; Intervention Provider's Program, observation 
. '\:! \':--,, . ' ' . , .. ' 

of actual progran{bl����� �d/or iiriµJ� 1ht 'verbal requests for additional

· - · . iiiil:1�n11:1,i\1:(, · . -:: : 
, 

information. Faihu¥:lo;bomply with these audit requirements and procedure 
-��:: ·:\(:;, 

'. ' . , •.:•.;;•'' ' ,· 

will result in immediate removal form the fifth judicial circuit registry of 
• 

,•)t/ ... :\.,f•
l

t;; i 

approved providers�,?/<:: ' ' ·· 
1, - : :: , �1t�1;i1t h. i- ;: ·· :: .. :;:'./( 1::iu;t :i --

All applications, ·reµe:wals; and other; notifications should be sent to the 
· . . ·. Jl/fl�W�: · i tJ ;

. 

following addresst !�r;,·- , ': 

, 81P Provider List 
• \ ].�ake County Courthouse,

.. (} .:::s�o ;w�st Main Stre�t; :,: .• 
:l•ikl1Tavares, FL 32778, <i;::; i'. 

l�l�!ir 
... · ...



III. Miscellaneous:

1. Inclusion on the Fifth Circuit registry of approved Program Providers may

be rescinded by tl,l�.Chief Judge or the Administrative Judge of the Family
· - S�ti��};tif (l,: :::· · . _· .. : ; . 

Law Courts and Divisions: of the Fifth Judicial Circuit at will. 
. . ·: - ���j :�}1:J !.f·. ; ·;· '; . ; · 

. . 1··.· 

2 The Chief Judge may amend or expand the w>visions or coverage of this 

Administrative Order/at any· time and_.without notice . 
. . -.... . .

3. · The Chief Judge �yiissue other or further'administrative orders as he or she, in
};f ;�t��/; 

his or her discretioh;:.may deem necessary. 
. . ·V

i

-:;.:-:•'···, , . . . 


