IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NUMBER: A-2020-02

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER GOVERNING BATTERERS’ INTERVENTION
PROGRAM PROVIDERS & RESCINDING ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER A-2017-54,

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article V, section 2(d) of the Florida Constitution and section
43.26, Florida Statutes, the Chief Judge of each judicial circuit, or their designee, is charged with
the authority and the power to do everything necessary to promote the prompt and efficient
administration of justice; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the constitutional, statutory and designated authority and
responsibility for administrative supervision of the family courts within the circuit; and

WHEREAS, in 741.32, Florida Statutes, the Legislature has found that the incidence of
domestic violence in this state is disturbingly high. Additionally, the Legislature has found that
there should be standardized progfamming available to the justice system to protect victims and
their children and to hold the perpetrators of domestic violence accountable for their acts.
Finally, the Legislature recognizes that in order for batterers' intervention programs to be
successful in protecting victims and their children, all participants in the justice system as well
as social service agencies and 105al énd state governments must coordinate their efforts at
the community level; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Children and Families has historically been
responsible for the statewide ddrgéstic violence program, which provides supervision,
direction, coordination, and a&;xﬁ;aistraﬁon of activities related to domestic violence
prevention and intervention services; and

WHEREAS, imperative ﬁo engling domestic violence is to ensure that batterers'

intervention program providers have the necessary credentials, experience and hands-on

pord



knowledge to ensure program effectiveness and offender compliance with a focus on victim
safety; and

WHEREAS, batterers' intervention programs are an integral component to a
comprehensive approach to domestlcwolence Strong communication between providers of
such programs and the justice systerh is paramount to ensure perpetrators of domestic violence
are held accountable and a change in behavior is attainable; and

WHEREAS, effective Ju_iy 1, 2012, HB 7093 alhended section 741.32, Florida
Statutes, and other related statutee.i‘AS a result, the Department of Children and Family Services
Office was no longer responsiblemt’of cerl'ﬁcation and/or monitoring of batterers' intervention
programs; and _v

WHEREAS, pursuant to eecﬁon 741.325(1), Florida Statutes, when the court orders the
respondent to participate in a batterers' )‘ihterVenﬁon program, the court, or any entity designated
by the court, must provide the re;portdent with a list of batterers' intervention programs from
which the respondent must choose a program in which to paruc1pate and

WHEREAS, the under31gned has determmed that establishing an approved list of
certified batterers' intervention program prov1ders for the Fifth Judicial Circuit would serve the
interests of justice and judicial economy, preserve judicial resources, and assist the Judiciary
when determining if the offender recei'ved‘ the benefit of a proper court-ordered program; and

WHEREAS, it has become necessary for the Flﬁh Judicial Circuit to establish an

i \‘

administrative process for rev1ew, approval certification, renewal and regulation of program

providers meeting the necessary requlrements to be cemﬁed as a batterers' intervention program

provider as provided by the Florida Statutes and this AMstraﬁve Order;

by

-



NOW, THEREFORE, I Daniel B. Merritt, Jr. pursuant to the authority vested in me

as Chief Judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit, do hereby ORDER as follows:

day of January, 2020.

. An approved “registry”: Batterers Interventlon Programs be established and

mamtamed through an apphcatron and affidavit process

. The Famrly Court Case’ Manager shall maintain and publish an approved list of
Certified Batterers' Interventron Providers. ‘

. The registry may be amendedat any time and the most current list shall be distributed
to all Judges, Clerks of Court, Av()fﬁce of the State Courts Administrator and Departments
of County Probation for us_e:. when ordering or requiring an individual to attend a
batterers' intervention program o

. This process shall begin i 4 1'ately and shall S0 contmue until further order.

. The program shall be adm1mstered as set forth in the attachment to this
Administrative Order attached hereto and incorporated herein.

. Administrative Order A12;017-54 is rescinded i

DONE AND ORDERED at Brooksville, Hemando County, Florida, this__ 64

( Daniel B. Merritt, Jr 2 )

Chief Judge
Fifth Judicial Circuit




“ATTACHMENT .
BATTERERS’ INTERVENTION PROVIDERS

FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BATTERERS INTERVENTION PROGRAM
ADMINISTRATIVE POLICTES AND PROCEDURES |

oo Updated
" December 2019

'I. - CERTIFICATION OF BA'ITERERS INTERVENTION PROGRAM
PROVIDERS:

Any batterers mterventif""i program (heremaﬁer ;“Program Provider”) seeking
ceniﬁcation as an approved.._balt_erers' intervention program within the Fifth Judicial
Circuit must meet the requlrements of section 741.325, Florida Statutes, and this

Administrative Order. Pursuant to section 741 325(1), Florida Statutes, a batterers'

intervention program must ¢ the

(a) The primary purpo'se ‘of the program shall be victim safety and the safety of
children, if present.

(b) The batterer shall be Iield accountable for acts of domestic violence.

(c) The program shall be at least 29 weeks in length and include 24 weekly sessions,
plus appropriate intake; assessment and orientation programming.
4

(d) The program content shall be based on a psychoeducatlonal model that addresses
tactlcs of power and control by one person over another.

(e) The program shall be ﬁ.mded by user fees paid by the batterers who attend the
program, which allows them to take respons1b1hty for their acts of violence. An
exception shall be made for local, state, or federal programs that fund batterers'
intervention program's ] :whole or in part.

:
;;,: v

IL. APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION OF BATTERERS' INTERVENTION
. PROGRAM PROVIDERS

A. NewProgramProvuIerApPllca”“ :' 1

it
[ERESTE

L. The Program Prov1d. Apphcant must subrmt an application to the address listed

in Paragraph (D)(4) of th1s section. This application can be obtained on our

websrte at wwwcucultS org. The Program Provider Applicant must also

\7

subrmt an Aﬂidaw IComphance oextlfymg that the program meets all the



ATTACHMENT
BATTERERS’ INTERVENTION PROVIDERS

. (E N AR IR I A
qualifications to be'a Program Provider as listed in section 741.325, Florida
Statutes. it

A Program Provider Applicant who meets the requirements of the Florida Statutes

and this Admmlstratlve Order may be placed on the registry and, once placed

onthe registry, shall be authonzed to oﬂ'er a Batterers Intervention Program in
the Fifth Judicial C _ f:ult. Placement on the registry shall be valid for one (1)

year.

B. Annual RenewalApplzcatums B |

The Program Pro i der must submlt a renewal application yearly. Renewal

applications may.] b Aobtamed through the Fifth Judicial Circuit’s website.
Renewal apphcatlons must be subrmtted to the manager of the Batters’

Intervention Pro gram Regrstry each year by the first day of January.

Fallure to submlt the'renewal apphcatlon w111 result in immediate removal

from the Fifth Judron _ Clrcult’s Batters’ Intervention Program Registry.

C.  Continuing Duties

1.

It is the respon51b111ty of the Program Prov1der to immediately notify the

Prov1der no longer meets statutory requirements, at
whleh time the batterers;mterventlon provider's name will be immediately
removed from the court's hst of prov1ders

Fallure to notify the court when the batterers mterventlon provider is no 1

onger in comphan‘ce wi the statute may oonstltute fraud.
Fa11ure to update necessary mfonnatron, file an annual renewal application, or
failure to contmuously meet the requrrements of the Florida Statutes, terms set

forth in the apphcatlo' and/or thlS Admnmstratwe Order will result in immediate

removal from the hst.f
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TTACHMENT :
TERVENTION PROVIDERS

; ust"contlnually satlsfy all criteria to be included on

the list of batterer intervention programs providers.

Program locatton and Meetmg Reqmrements

The Program provide must‘ have a phys1cal place of business in at least one
of the five countie: _of the Fifth Judicial Circuit (Citrus, Hernando, Lake,
Marion and/or Sumter Countles) Each session must be conducted and
attended in person '-Vrrtual and/or electromc attendance sessions are not

permrtted

The program provrder must accept participants regardless of what county in

the Fifth Judicial C1rcu1t the part1c1pant res1des Participants are not required

to part1c1pate ina program in the county where case is pending.

The Court may 'audlt: the Provrders program as necessary to ensure

comphance with Florlda Statutes Audlts may include: a survey of

participants of the Batterers Interventlon Provrders Program, observation

of actual programcla ses, and/or wntten lor verbal requests for additional

information. Farlure 1 cOrnply w1th these audit requirements and procedure

will result in immediate removal form the fifth judicial circuit registry of

approved proViders

All applications, "renewais; and ‘otherfnotiﬁeations should be sent to the

following address

. BIP Provider List
. ‘Lake County Courthouse,
” :550 West Main Street?

avares FL 32778 phe
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' HRt ATTACHMENT": B
BATTERERS INTERVENTION PROVIDERS

Miscellaneous:
1. Inclusion on the Flfth Circuit registry of approved Program Providers may

be rescinded by the Chlef Judge or the Adm1mstrat1ve Judge of the Family

Law Courts and D1 1ons.'of the Flfth Jud1c1al Circuit at will.
2. The Chief Judge may amend or expand the provisions or coverage of this
Administrative O;{de;'f at any time and without notice.

3. The Chief Judge ma 1'Tis:sue other or ﬁ.lrthei'_iaL;inﬁnistrative orders as he or she, in

his or her dlscretlon, may deem necessary
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