Who’s on my team?

In Early Childhood Court , you will
be part of team. Some of the key
people you need to know are here:

Your Attorney
Name:
Phone #:

Your Caseworker

Name:
Phone #:

Your Child’s GAL
Name:
Phone #:

Your Child’s Current Caregiver
Name:
Phone #:

Your Child-Parent Therapist
Name:
Phone #:

Community Coordinator
Name: TSHWANDA LAWSON
Phone #: 352-502-2228

FAMILY TEAM MEETINGS
SUMTER TEAM MEETINGS ARE
HELD ON THE SECOND FRIDAY OF
EACH MONTH AT 11:00 A.M..

r

Sumter County

Early Childhood Court

The goal of Sumter County’s
Early Childhood Court (ECC) is
to improve child safety and well-
being, heal trauma, and develop
a stronger parent/child relation-
ship. The ECC program works
with families who have children
between the ages of 0-3
who are under Court Jurisdiction.

ECC is voluntary.
Your commitment is
crucial to your success.

Magistrate Barbara Kissner



What to expect with
Early Childhood Court:

eStay on track with your case plan.
eMonthly “check-ups” with the
Magistrate

eDevelop a relationship with your
child that will promote healthy brain
development.

eCommunity Resource information
eFamily-focused therapeutic
programs

eReceive and give open and honest
feedback about case progress

e How long could this last? ECC may
last for a year; however, your child
may be returned to you or placed in
an alternative safe home at any point.
eCreate safety and security for your
child physically and within the parent/
child relationship.

ePost-reunification support

eFamily Team meetings

Benefits of
Early Childhood
Court

eAccess to a Community Coordina-
tor who assists with coordinating the
right services

eIncreased visits with your child
eSpecialized family therapy

sessions

eParenting education

eCoaching to help you succeed

Your role

YOU know your baby best. You will
help at every step of the way to plan
the best services for your child. You
will be part of the team. You will de-
velop a support system and keep the
Case Manager informed.

Monthly Team Meetings

The Early Childhood Court (ECC) team
meets monthly to review your case and
connect you with services. The team
shares and celebrates your accomplish-
ments and helps you continue to make
progress.

Why Infants and Toddlers?

There are more infants and toddlers in
foster care than any other age group.
Helping babies now can result in longer
healthier lives. Many parents of children
in the Dependency System were also in
the system as children themselves.
Research has shown that the cycle can
be broken with early intervention and
family support. ECC includes a team
dedicated to help break that cycle .





