
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF THE STATE 
OF FLORIDA 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. A-2012-46-B 

AMENDED ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER PROVIDING FOR COURT MEDIATION 
SERVICES IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT FOR FAMILY, DEPENDENCY AND 

COUNTY CIVIL CASES 

WHEREAS, section 44.102(2)(b), Florida Statutes, allows the presiding Judge to refer to 
mediation all or any part of a filed civil action; and 

WHEREAS, section 44.102(2)(c), Florida Statutes, requires the presiding Circuit Judge to 
refer to mediation all or part of parenting and time-sharing or other parental responsibility issues 
as defined in section 61.13, Florida Statutes in circuits in which a family mediation program has 
been established and upon a Court finding of a dispute; and 

WHEREAS, section 44.102(2)(d), Florida Statutes, allows the presiding Circuit Judge to 
refer to mediation all or any portion of a matter relating to the dependency in circuits in which 
a dependency mediation program has been established; and 

WHEREAS, Court Mediation Services (the Program) was created as a court program to 
provide an equitable and expeditious alternative dispute resolution process for county, family, and 
dependency court cases; and 

WHEREAS, section 44.102(4), Florida Statutes, requires the Chief Judge to maintain a list 
of mediators who have been certified by the Supreme Court and who have registered for 
appointment in that circuit, and 

WHEREAS, certain contested civil and domestic disputes can be amicably and 
expeditiously resolved through mediation prior to hearing by the Court; and 

WHEREAS, mediation is a process whereby a neutral third person acts to encourage and 
facilitate the resolution of disputes through a non-adversarial process and assists the parties in 
reaching a mutually acceptable agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the mediation process can result in cost efficiencies to the parties and the 
Court; and 

WHEREAS, mandatory mediation for certain matters increases the availability of judicial 
resources; and 

WHEREAS, mediation is necessary for the prompt and efficient administration of 
justice of this Court; 



NOW, THEREFORE, I, Daniel B. Merritt, Jr., pursuant to the authority vested in me as 
the Chief Judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit under Florida Rule of General Practice & Judicial 
Administration, 2.215, and being more fully informed and advised in the premises, it is hereby, 

ORDERED as follows: 

1. COURT MEDIATION SERVICES serves the purpose of facilitating mediation of 
allowed contested matters in Family, Dependency, and County Civil cases. The Program is 
conducted under the direction of the Office of the State Court Administrator, the Trial Court 
Administrator of the Fifth Judicial Circuit, and the Chief Judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit. The 
Program will be governed by applicable Florida Statutes and Rules of Procedure .. 

The ADR (Alternative Dispute Resolution) Director in conjunction with the Chief Judge 
will develop other enabling policies, procedures, standard forms, schedules, and related 
information in keeping with this order, as needed. 

A current Order of Referral to Mediation by the Court is required for the Court's mediation 
services program to conduct a mediation. 

2. PROGRAM COVERAGE:

Citrus County - The Program offers dispute resolution services in Small Claims Court 
and County Civil Court cases above small claims jurisdiction through use of state certified 
County Court Mediators who function as volunteers or who are compensated. State Supreme Court 
certified Family and Dependency Court mediators, who are compensated, mediate Family Law 
and Dependency cases. Compensated mediators are either employees of the Program or 
individuals who have a contract with the Court and are assigned cases based upon party request, 
individual competencies, qualifications, subject matter expertise or rotation. 

Hernando County - The Program offers dispute resolution services in Small Claims Court 
and County Civil Court cases above small claims jurisdiction through use of state certified 
County Court Mediators who function as volunteers or who are compensated. State Supreme Court 
certified Family and Dependency Court mediators, who are compensated, mediate Family Law 
and Dependency cases. Compensated mediators are either employees of the Program or 
individuals who have a contract with the Court and are assigned cases based upon party request, 
individual competencies, qualifications, subject matter expertise or rotation. 

Lake County - The Program offers dispute resolution services in Small Claims Court and 
County Civil Court cases above small claims jurisdiction through use of state certified 
County Court Mediators who function as volunteers or who are compensated. State 
Supreme Court certified Family and Dependency Court mediators, who are compensated, 
mediate Family Law and Dependency cases. Compensated mediators are either employees 
of the Program or individuals who have a contract with the Court and are assigned cases based 
upon party request, individual competencies, qualifications, subject matter expertise or 
rotation. 
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