
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NUMBER: A-2026-28 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER REGARDING 
WEEKEND AND HOLIDAY DUTY 2027 

The undersigned having considered that (1) Rule 3.130(a) of the Florida Rules of Criminal 

Procedure provides for the prompt first appearance of all arrested persons, (2) it is the opinion of a 

majority of the Circuit and County Court Judges of the Fifth Judicial Circuit that such judges share 

the responsibility for first appearance duty on weekends and holidays, and (3) matters other than first 

appearance hearings sometimes arise during weekend and holidays, it is upon consideration thereof 

and pursuant to Rule 2.215 of the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration: 

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows: 

1. When a single holiday falls within a regular work week the judge assigned to duty the

preceding weekend shall also be assigned to duty on such holiday. In Lake and Marion counties, 

when a holiday falls on a Friday, the duty will switch at noon and the holiday will be split between 

the two judges on that day. It will be the responsibility of the morning duty judge to handle all bond 

hearings and shelters. 

2. The Administrative Judges of Citrus, Hernando, and Sumter Counties shall enter an

appropriate administrative order or otherwise establish policy to provide for availability of a duty 

judge during periods not covered by this order. In those counties, weekend duty shall begin at 5:00 

P.M.

3. In Marion County, the duty judge shall be responsible, on a 24-hour basis, for handling

emergency matters in the absence of the judge assigned to the division where the emergency arises, 

including at all times the courthouse is open. 

4. Nothing in this Order shall preclude judges from trading or accepting responsibility for

another judge's duty. Should any judge be unavailable for assigned duty it shall be his or her 

responsibility to contact another judge to be available. 

5. It shall be required in Lake County that no later than 11 :30 a.m. on the Friday preceding a

weekend the on-duty judge shall deliver to the next on duty judge the cell phone and iPad in order to 
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