
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO.: S-2026-39

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER ASSIGNING DUTY JUDGE ROTATION 
AND JUDICIAL ASSIGNMENTS FOR SUMTER COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGES, 

COUNTY JUDGES, GENERAL MAGISTRATE AND HEARING OFFICER 
FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2027 

WHEREAS, the undersigned having considered the need for judicial assignments 
for the calendar year 2027; and 

WHEREAS, the undersigned having considered that the Legislature has mandated 
a judge shall be available as nearly as possible at all times to hold and conduct hearings 
to handle emergency cases; and 

WHEREAS, a judge, commonly referred to as the "duty judge", shall be available 
at all times to handle applications for search warrants, pen registers, petitions for ex parte 
injunctive relief to prevent domestic and repeat violence, and other emergency matters; 
and 

WHEREAS, in this context, the term "emergency" encompasses the foregoing ex 
parte applications and other matters of extreme urgency (i.e., matters of life and death or 
instances of irreparable harm) that have not been assigned to a division; and 

WHEREAS, it would be unfair and inequitable to have one judge permanently 
assigned to handle such matters, and that it would be in the best interest of fairness to 
rotate this duty among the various judges of the County. 

THEREFORE, it is hereby 

ORDERED as follows: 

1. Attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference is the rotation for the
Sumter County duty judge assignments for 2027. This duty shall be in
addition to Tri-County weekend and holiday duty judge assignments by the
Chief Judge of the circuit.

2. The assigned duty judge shall be available to handle all matters needing
emergency judicial attention, Monday through Friday, for the month that they
are assigned. The duty judge shall be on call 24 hours a day on weekdays
during their month. The monthly duty judge assignment begins at 8:00 a.m.
on the first day of any duty month, except for weekends and holidays.

3. Nothing in this order shall preclude judges from accepting responsibility for










